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Thank '(0\1 for your letters of 26 October 2008 on behalf olthe Soocialluslice Committee
addressed to Mark Scot!, lane Connon and me, expre~sing concern about change~ to the
ABC Radio National ~chedule in 2009. I have been a~ked to re~pond on behalf of the ABC.

The ABC recognlns the passion end commitment of the Radio National Ilstenenhip and we
;tekllOwledge the concerns some listeners have about the changes to the Radio National
schedule. The ABC is just iU passionate about our prllgram~and we are fully committed to
maintaining Radio National as a conduit Illr idea~, discu~sionand debate.

The changes to Radio Ilatlonal's 2009 program schedule are consiSlent with the ABC Charter
obligatioOi to broolodust progrilms thaI contribute to a sen~e of national identity and inform
and entertain. <WId refleet lhe cultural diversity of, the Au~tralian community; te breadcast
programs of an educationill aature; and 10 encourage and premote the mU$I~al, dramatl~

and other performing arts in Au~lralia. They are focused on ensuring Au5trallan audoences
have access to ~a comprehf!nsM range of content that is relevant to. and representative of,
the range of groups within society".

The ABC believe5 that the change~are Of!t:e»iry as ABC Radio NatlOnallooi<s to the future
to en~ure that ill radio line-up I~ focused nOI just on traditional conlenl genres but on
contemporary, intellectual discourse In Au~lfalla and worldwide. The changes to the
schedule in 2009 aim to refre~h and revit~lise Radio Nation~l's pr08,~mmlng by offering new
and more relevant programs to its iludience. SJ)Kifocally, lhls will include il new FlIwre

Report!wor'klng title) on Thursdays whkh will analyse treads and prediction~ arising from
change~ acros5 science, religion, art, economics and ll!<hnologv. There I~ no alteration to
the fundamental fOundation of R~dlo Natlon~l'$su"ess in delivering high-quality. distinctive
~rogramm;ng to the Australian people.

The mi. of s~eciaii~t programming. intelllgf!nt talk programming (like Counterpoint and L~te

Night live) and live flow programmlnB,lIi<e Radio Nallonal Breakfast with fran Kelly will
remain. O~isions arOund the specific elements within thi~ mi~ of programming are nothing
new and some of Ihe programs On Radio National, Including The Religion Report. have been
ilround lor more thiln ~ decade. Thf! ABC bf!lIeves that ii's time to develop new ideas and
new specialist programs.



,
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fhe ABC rKognises the llital role played by religion and religious beliefs Inlhe lives of many
Ault,,1i3ns. Religion will remain an essential componefll of ABC Radio National's output,
with 2.5 hours of religious content broadcnt weekly, induding The Spirit ofThinl/s, the
award-winning fnCO~Mer program and The Rhythm Divine. This coverilge will be
complemented by For tht God Who Slogs on ABC C1i1ssic fM and John Cleary's SundoV Nil/ht
program 00 A8C Locil Radio - all prodoced by the ABC's religious radio unit. Religious
programminS will .110;0 continue 10 future on All( TeleviSion.

The ABC has recognised for some time the need for more original content relating to religion
On ABC Online. The limited amount of content r.llhOg to the impact of religion and beliefs
on contemporary Australian society thilt has been induded On the ABC's ·Unleashecr' slle
has received iI very positive respon~ from audiences. Radio National Is keen to develop
more content relating to religion in this area and a new online ,ite providing a gateway for
all religious coolent on the ABC is under development.

We are confident thn the~ changes will make RadIO National's distlnctlVl!, high-quality
contenl available to a burgeoning online audience - an audience which is identical to Rildio
N.1IIon.1"S listeners in wanlinllo make sense of the world and broaden Ihelr experience
wilh trUSted, thought provoklne and sometimes risky content. However, this new
audiel'\Ce's interaction with media is almost purely via the internet arod to reach them Radio
National m~st improve iU online presence, ensurlne Ihat this audience's bandwidth is as
richly populated as Radio Nalional's airwaves.

The changes in 2009 will enable Rildio National to carry spedaiisl coverage inlo the online
spiN:e including Improved radio futllr! milterial, ilrtS content and religion.

I hope this reassures you ofth! ABC'" and Rildlo Niliionill's, ongoions commitment to the
role of religion in our socie!y.

Yours faithfully,

c:' LJ#
Sue Howard
OirKtor. ABC Radio & Regional Contenl
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