
Austntlian G()\~rnment

Department of Foreign Affllln; and Trade

22 DttcmlK'r 2008

Ms Libby Ro~cT$On

ConfCTt'm:e of Leaders of Ret igiom Institutes in New South \\'aks
1'0 lkIx 239
ItUSI:.HcRY NSW IJJ3

Thanl; you for your lcncr to the Minister for Foreisn Affairs. Mr Stephen Smith. dated 3
De<.:embcr 2008. uoncerning the situation in til<: Democratic Republic of111<: COllgo (ORC). I
ha\'e been asked 10 reply on behalf ol'Mr Smith.

The l\uslr~l;an Government shan:s your concern at the humanitarian and S«'urit)' crisis in the
DRC, The C1nvernmem l~ particularly alamle4 h)' reports - 5UCh <IS thor.e in the Cariw repon
memioned in yow leiter - of t8Tile\e.J l;illinilS and abuses of civilians. widespread sexual
violenee. use of child soldiers. lIT1d the displa«ment of more !han 250,000 pWple. Mr Smilh
del ivcred a slatement in P:uJiamcm em IJ NO\'ember eXjlfess.irll:l the Ga"emmertt's alarm at
III<: ~ituation and s.cl1ing OUt the ll(:tion AUl'1ralia is taking 10 IK-lp rewlve I"" crisis. Mr
Smith's stat..m.mt is atlllChed.

Auslralia;s lIukill!', a concrete colluihulion to humanitarian aid effons in eastern ORC,
lIa"inG plc'\lQed S3 million in em.:~ney assistanue sintt early No'~mb<:r. This aid will be
divided bec"een a number ofinlemationallsenuies, includinil the United Nations (UN) High
Commissioner for Refug«5. the UN Children's Fund (UKJCEF). UN Offi'-'C' for tit<:
Coordirution of Ilun>aniwian Affairs, and Ihe World Uealth Orl',anisation (WHO). Up 10 Sl
million Qrlhe runds "ill go 10 Auslraliln l\oOn-g<lvemmcm organisations on Ihe ground.
includin~ Caritas. World Vision and CARE AUSlralil.

TIleS(' org:tni""'tions were chosen g;'<en their abililJo' to aeeeudirflcul1 areas in tIK- ORC and
lhe sin: oC their ()JIer9lions. J\uSlmlia·s nid con1ributions ""ill help provide essenlial medical
and health ean:. prot~t wotnC11lU1d thildre~ lkli\'er emergcmy food and waler. and establish
and manage tamps for intemalJ)' dispJ8«d persol'\$.

Austral;a alS() suppons etTons 10 bring stabilit)" to lhe DRC Ihrough finantial contribution~ to
the US OrglU1isation Mission in lhe DRC (MONUC), Australia contributed USSI4.S million

R G Ca\.e)' B\likli,,* John McF. ..-... ern 9«10<1 0221
TeI.phon.,02 blM IIII rloOlimilc'DJ 6261 ) III



to MONUC in 2007.Q8, lUld lias provided USSIO.2 million so far tliis financial year, Tlio:
Government welcomed the rcccm decision by tilt UN Sl."unly Council to reinfor« ~·'ONUC.

~ GQ,~rnn)("nl is alsu SuppNling <:ffons IQ addmr.s conflicl in the ORC through the UN
Human Rights Council. Austrolia co-sponsored the convening ofa special session oftllc
CoullCil on 28 No\'emher and I December. and made: a sllucmcnt t:llIling 00 all pank~ in til<:
ORC 10 end human tights ablJjt$ in the country. Tilt report prodlJC~'(1 al the sp.."cial session
.:ondem~d in particular the man)' illSWlCcs of sexual violence in the connict.

Australia is playing ilS part to pre"entth<: illegal supply ofarms to combatants in IlK: ORC b~

implementing \he UN Soxurity COllncil sanctions regimc againstthc countl)' into Australian
domc.<tic la,,'. ~ 5lIIlCtions includc rcstrictions on the supply of arms to non-gol'ernment
entities and tllc pro"isiOil of rraining or funding for miliwy acti\'ities.

AUMralia stands aIOl\¥sidc lhc UN and Ot!>crs in lhe inlern:uional community in their
dir>!nr...."ic efforts to r.:soll'e the crisis. the TOOl l:30SCll of I'hich arc lon~>13ndiI18 :tnd eomplc~,

"f'IK GO"emmenl welcomes the calls of the UN Secretary-General tor an imnJ«liall: ce8$tiire
in eastern DRe. the cTl'lItion of aid corrido~ to allow ull;cnt lIdi"ery of humanitarian
assislun<.:c, and implcmcnlluion of peace: agncmenls previously sign~-d bem-cen lhc parties.
The Government supports thc onlt0il\ll efrQns ofUJ\ $pI.'Cial Envo), Obasanjo and rcsional
Qrganis:ltions to tMdiale a lasting ~ace.

Australia will C<,>I\linuc to suppon hUllIl\lIilanarL peacekeeping and diplorn~lic "lTuns tu help
those moSt in n«d in the: ORC

Thank you for bringing ),our views to the anention or the Govenunent.

YOIlfS sincerely
,

;. jUi-
V

Jon Richardson
DiroxlOr
Africa Soxlion
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Question Without Notice: Minister for Foreign Affairs

Assistance to the Democratic Republk of the Congo

l'he AustraliM Go~emmcnl is vcry decply conccrned aooutlhc Rcent outbreak or "iolenee
urnlli~htinll in lhe Democratic Rcpublic orlhc Congo. Rcgn:nably. lhe DemocTlltic Republic
Qrthe ConilQ is a counlry with a Icrriblc recent history of connict and suffcring, I1s people
ha\"(: suffered two civil wars between 1996 and 2003 and it is cstimated that they have
daimed over th'c million liccs as a result of violence llI1d cOll5Cqucncc disease llI1d slan'ation.

Thc Democratic Republic oflhe Congo in conjunction with the international communi!)'.
including lhe United Nations, has made considerable cffons in rcccnttimes to restore stability
and rebuild nalional unit}'. Since 2000 a United Nations peacckecping organisation has b<.'en
presel11 irl lhe 1~lI\ocrulie lI.epublic nf the COl1go and ovcr thc )'cars Ausmalia has gh'en
substantial and Slf(,lnj,\ suppllrt to that UN pueekeeping organisation. contributing o"cr S30
million as pan of Australia's contribution 10 UN peacekeepinll.

Vcry rcgrcuubl)·. as mcmt>cl'll would be a"'llro, WI' huve I'eC(:mly seen eontliet break out again.
In O<:tobc.'r the forccs of Geocl1ll Nkunda moved throullh North Kivu province in thc Cll.<;t.

defying not jUS1 govemmcnl forees but also tOOsc eN pcacekl'Cper$. There huve been
alarming reports of targeled violence against civilians.. including Iootin"s arid killings and !he
lise o(rnpc as WI instrument of"':I1.

There havc been intcnse intCTf\alional communiI)' clTons 10 seck 10 rt$Oh-e the crisis. I refer to
the efforU of Foreil!ln SC'Crtllll'}' Miliband and French FOfCign MinislC'T Koul.'~r. who n<:w 10
lhe reii"n tQ mc<:1 ",jth l'rcsident Kaiame of Il."'anda llI1d l'resident Kabita of the Rcpublil.'. In
curly ~o\"Cmbcr the UN Sccrl:lary-Gcncnll Bun Ki-moon held ~n emergency mcclilli in
Nairobi of African heads ofstates, Thc S«rctary·Geocflllllas ealltd for an imml.'diate
cea'lCfire. the esrahlishmenl of aid corridors to aliow urgent deli,'cry of humanitarian
llS5istancc. reinlbn:cmenl ofille UN pcacek.:eping nlission and implemClUalion ofpcace
agreemenls previously sigllC'd.

The GoHmmcnl vet:' much "'elcomes the recent annOllllCemem by SADC_ the Soutbem
African De"e1opmcnl Communil)'. 10 provide nol just SUJlPOl"lIO lhose 5CT\limcl1IsC)(~
by Ihe iICC'l.'ta'Y·gl.'lICnll ootlilliO immcdillll.' milillll}' and humanilariun aid. Auslmlia stands
alongside Ihe secrelary_general in his cfforts to sec a resolution to this crisis.

WhilS! it is apprOpriale for AUSU1l1ia 10 make I contribution 10 pe3cckecpinglhrough ils
contribution 10 the Uniled Nalions, it is no!, in the Il'0"emmcnt"s "i",,'. approprialc 10 make a
military or a pelJl:ekc.lping conrrihulion in IcnM "f boots on lite ground. Rut it i~ import:tnl
for AltSlrntia 10 conside. lhe need for urgeRI humanilarian lid lIIlII assiSUJlCe.

Earl}' in No'·cmber. in To:sponsc 10 the crisi$, I announced !hilt we ....ould ;Ippl)' 'I million
emergency humanitarian assiSla!lCt. tnlblini lIS 10 ii,"C consideration 10 further humun;urian
assiStallCt on the basis oflhe United Nalions assessmenl.



J am ablt 10 ool'ise the Hoo~ wday lhar Australia ....ill make. all up. HcOJllribulion 0(S5
million for humanilarian Msistance in I"" lkmocnnic RtpUblic of the Congo. [t comprises tIM:
S4 million that I am annOU<lCing today. SJ million of which will il<ll<ltlK: United Nalions
High Commissioner for Relug«s to deal with nearly 250.000 displaced pc'(lple. 10 UNICEF
and to the UN Office oftbe Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. One million dol1a~ "ill go
10 AlIstr.dian NGOs who halfe a prc~ntt in Africa.

Of!he SI million previously an11OOnccd, as I hal'e indicatw before, haifa million dollars wifl
iO 10 the World Hn.hh Organi~on and half. million dollllrS will go 10 UN[CEF. The
fimding oflhoese agencies will allow for the immediate need$ for tbose adversely affecled by
th... ,·iolellCC, in panieular food. health, ,,"liter and the pmtection of ,,"omen.

AUSlr.lJia·~ desire to anist is ootjuSl a reflection of our desire 10 be a Wood international
citizen bUI also a refleclion of the g()'.efT\lTlCllt's view that AlISlr.1lia n«ds to increase and
enhance its commitmenl 10 lhe coumrics of AtTK<l and to ensage ",;!h the counlries of Africa.
,\uslralia nnds to forge bmader and deeper rclations with the countries of Africa and build on
lhe people·to-people and commercial Jinks ....hich have OO'llconed in recent rean.

We wdconu: the incr~ngly strong '"(lice (If AfriCM nation Slales Md we look forward to
playing OUt plIl'I in the peace and Sl:l:urity of the C<,lntinent of Africa. indudin&. and in
paniculnr. the Democratic Republic of the Congo.


