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MEMBERSHIP  

2007 saw some membership changes in the Social Justice Committee. We were sad to 

farewell Mary Lea osu who brought her experience of working with Aborigines in the 

Kimberleys and her ministry in formation to the committee and who resigned due to 

changes in her ministry. Cyril Hally ssc has been a member of the Social Justice 

Committee since it was first formed.  During that time he has shared his vast 

experience and incredible knowledge generously with the Committee.  Sadly for us he 

moved to Melbourne.  We have missed this gentle man and his depth of wisdom. 

Unfortunately for the committee, Liz Snell, Global Education Adviser for Caritas 

Australia is resigning from the committee to continue her legal studies full-time in 

2008. We have much appreciated Liz’s contributions to the committee and our 

connection, through her, to Caritas. However, we were very glad to welcome 

Geraldine Kearney sgs, Claude Mostowik msc and Brian Fitzpatrick osa, all of whom 

bring a wealth of experience in and passion for social justice to the committee. Each 

of these new members brings a different perspective to our continuing work and we 

are extremely grateful for the opportunity to incorporate new members and directions. 

 

The dedicated, passionate, knowledgeable and creative members of the Social Justice 

Committee enhance the work of the Committee through their very different 

backgrounds and perspectives. Our members work in a variety of different settings:  

 Sr Jan Barnett is involved in social justice, current YCW Chaplain Josephite 

Community Aid, facilitation and work with religious congregations, student 

leaders and people involved in Josephite ministries;  

 Sr Suzette Clark is the Research and Projects Officer for the Australian 

Catholic Social Justice Council;  

 Br Steve Cram is involved with the Edmund Rice Centre for Justice and 

Community Education;  

 Sr Grace Ellul sm is the congregational leader of the Marist Sisters and works 

part-time at the House of Welcome, Carramar; 



 

 Ms Jill Finnane is the Coordinator Earth Charter Project, Edmund Rice Centre, 

Croydon;  

 Fr Brian Fitzpatrick osa is a member of the Augustinian leadership team, is the 

Social Justice Coordinator for the Aufgustinians and parish priest of St. Clair. 

 Sr Margaret Hinchey lectures in theology, scripture, social justice and 

cosmology in a process called Lifequest;  

 Sr Geraldine Kearney sgs is the Good Samaritan Sisters Justice Coordinator, a 

member of the Pacific Calling partnership and is engaged by Centacare. 

 Sr Anne Lane pbvm works as a facilitator and consultant to various groups, 

particularly Religious Congregations, as well as in Spiritual Direction and 

Professional Supervision;  

 Mr Pedro Moreira is the Social Justice Coordinator at Christian Brothers High 

School, Lewisham;  

 Fr Claude Mostowik msc is the Director of the Missionaries of the Sacred 

Heart Justice & Peace Centre, the NSW Convenor of Pax Christi and Acting 

Convenor of the NSW Ecumenical Council Social Justice Commission. 

 Sr Kath O’Connor works at Edmund Rice Centre for Justice with Asylum 

Seekers and Refugees, especially those from the Horn of Africa and is a 

registered Migration Agent;  

 Sr Libby Rogerson is Director of Social Justice in the Diocese of Parramatta; 

 Ms Liz Snell is the Global Education Adviser, Caritas Australia. 

The CLRI(NSW) Social Justice Committee is blessed in its membership. 

 

 

RESEARCH OFFICER 

Ms Cecilia Egan has held the position of Research Officer throughout 2007. A final 

year Social Work student from the University of NSW, Cecilia was recommended to 

us by Professor Eileen Baldry. In interview, Cecilia spoke of how her education at 

Our Lady of Mercy College, Parramatta had inspired her to work for social justice  

and the Committee thought that Cecilia possessed the right mix of skills and interest 

for the role. Cecilia has brought her gifts and dedication to her work throughout 2007, 

working eight hours a week to resource the actions of the committee. The members 

have appreciated the way in which Cecilia has resourced their work: doing research 

and creating our justice publications Just in Time and Watermark, attending 

meetings and creating opportunities for social justice action.  Regrettably, Cecilia will 

leave our employ on December 21, 2007 as she graduates and seeks employment in 

her field of study. The Social Justice Committee is committed to enabling young 

women to make a contribution to the work of the committee and then move on and 

has engaged the services of another young woman with undergraduate status for 2008. 

 

 

SUB-COMMITTEES OF THE SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

During 2007 the Social Justice Committee has largely focussed on firstly the State, 

and then the Federal, elections. Consequently, the work of the Reconciliation Sub-

committee, the Prisons Sub-committee, the Trade Justice Sub-Committee, the 

Ecology Sub-committee and the Refugee and Asylum Seekers Sub-committee was set 

aside for the year.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

ELECTION ISSUES 2007 

The Social Justice Committee felt that it had an important role to play in raising 

awareness about burning issues for both the state and federal elections in 2007.  The 

Committee opted to focus on three issues viewed through the lens of the Millennium 

Goals:  

1. Poverty (in Australia, overseas aid, trade justice); 

2. Housing, especially affordable and public housing; and 

3. Indigenous Issues. 

A decision was made to partner with other agencies wherever possible and so 

CLRI(NSW) promoted A Fairer Australia from ACOSS, the NetAct Election Kit and 

a variety of materials from other organisations around the country. Social Justice 

Coordinators were emailed material regularly and the accumulating information was 

held at the top of the What’s New page of the website. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

The Social Justice Committee produced more editions of their publication 

Watermark throughout 2007. This broadsheet is issued quarterly, focuses on the 

issues around water use in the Pacific region, highlights the connection of religious 

with the particular focus and provides input and ideas for action for readers of both 

our print and e-versions, the latter available on the website. The April issue focussed 

on the threat of rising waters in the Pacific region Who is our neighbour? Where is our 

neighbour?  Then Where were you when the lights went out for Earth Hour? was the 

headline for the May issue of Watermark. In July, we focussed on sustainable 

travel and in August, we took another look at re-cycling: how has re-cycling changed 

and have our attitudes changed in response. Nuclear energy was the topic of the 

September edition, as we pondered the conflicting material appearing in the media 

about this issue. 

 

In 2007 the Social Justice Committee inaugurated Just in Time, a quarterly two page 

document that picks up and informs about a wide variety of justice issues. In 2007, 

Just in Time covered the NSW State Election in March; Australia and the Nuclear 

Option in May; APPEC- Asia Pacific People for Environment and Community in the weeks 

preceding the APEC Conference; and Refugee Policy: Discouraging People Smugglers or 

Asylum Seekers? in August. Germane to Just in Time is a concluding column entitled 

we suggest that you…..which encourages our readers to act. 

  

Both publications are emailed to the Congregational Social Justice Coordinators for 

distribution to congregational members and placed on our CLRI(NSW) website. 

 

 

COLLABORATION 

The Social Justice Committee collaborates wherever possible with other justice 

groups. Working with the Edmund Rice Centre, CLRI(NSW) is part of  the Pacific 

Calling Partnership, which began in May 2006 and has come as a response to our 

connections to people in low-lying Pacific Islands. It brings together a number of 

religious orders, school groups and community organisations, primarily from the 

Catholic community, which have a personal connection with the peoples of low-lying 

Pacific nations. The partnership is committed to strengthening Australia's relationship 

with the Pacific, recognising Australia's ecological debt to low-lying Pacific Island 

nations, taking action in Australia and the Pacific to support the peoples of the Pacific 

and encouraging Australia to support efforts of international cooperation that 



 

recognise the significance of climate change and address the concerns of the peoples 

of the Pacific. In 2007 CLRI(NSW) also supported this initiative financially by a 

donation from the Social Justice Projects budget. 

 

Another connection with the Edmund Rice Centre is through Afternoon Teas for the 

Future. The Edmund Rice Centre invites baby-boomers, retirees, grandparents and all 

who want to combat climate change to an Afternoon Tea for the Future on a regular 

basis. This is an opportunity for older religious to be informed and active about 

climate change with members of the general community. These events are advertised 

to Congregational Social Justice Coordinators, leaders and leadership teams and also 

on the website. 

 

 

At the annual joint meeting with the Executive Committee there is an opportunity for 

our members to discuss some matters of importance with the Executive Committee 

members, an opportunity that is greatly appreciated. The joint meeting in June, began 

with the introduction of all members with special mention of the new Research 

Officer, Cecilia Egan and was followed by discussion of some issues for the Federal 

Election; mention of Watermark and Just in Time; the Social Justice Coordinator 

seminars were mentioned for support by leaders and most time was devoted to the 

proposal from CLRI(NSW) Social Justice Committee re hybrid cars and solar panels 

to go to the CRA National Assembly. The Executive Committee voted that this 

proposal would go forward to the CRA National Assembly. The President, Maureen 

Watson, thanked the members of the Social Justice Committee for their dedication to 

raising awareness of justice issues in congregations and beyond. 

 

 

Media Watch is an effective tool of the Social Justice Committee: each month a 

different member keeps a watching brief on the media, writes letters to politicians, 

bureaucrats and the Sydney Morning Herald and tries to raise the level of 

understanding about justice issues. Letters are posted weekly on the Letters page of 

the website. Another aspect of this action is the creation of letter templates for use by 

congregational members. One Committee member will create a letter stating the issue 

accurately, appealing for assistance and urging the politician or bureaucrat to action. 

The letters are distributed to Congregational Social Justice Coordinators (where 

nominated), Congregational Leaders and Leadership Team members (where 

nominated) for dissemination via congregational networks to members. The letters are 

also posted on the website on the Whatôs New page of the website. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL SOCIAL JUSTICE COORDINATORS and 

CONGREGATIONAL SCHOOL SOCIAL JUSTICE COORDINATORS 

Congregational Social Justice Coordinators and the Social Justice Coordinators of our 

congregational schools are served by the Social Justice Committee.  Much of the 

social justice material distributed by CLRI(NSW) is sent to the congregational social 

justice coordinators [the person identified by the leader as having responsibility for 

receiving material from CLRI(NSW) and distributing that material to congregational 

members] and the school coordinators. The Committee has been working on 

improving the lines of communication, networking between congregations and the 

identification of key issues.  



 

The first seminar for Congregational Social Justice Coordinators and the Social 

Justice Coordinators of our congregational schools in June 2007 was entitled The 

Federal Election: Issues and Strategies for Working with your Congregational 

Members and was facilitated by Anne Lane pvbm & Margaret Hinchey rsm. This 

evening seminar was much appreciated by participants. Our August seminar was led 

by Libby Rogerson ibvm and Suzette Clark rsc on Who Is My Neighbour? Australiaôs 

Role as a Global Citizen éIn Whose Interest? A Discussion of the 2007 Social Justice 

Sunday Statement. Another evening of lively discussion and debate! 

 

We plan a further two seminars for coordinators in 2008 and we hope through our 

efforts to raise the profile of CLRI(NSW)’s social justice actions and promote the 

speedy dissemination of social justice materials through the congregations. 

 

 

SEMINAR FOR STUDENTS AND CONGREGATIONAL MEMBERS  

For some years now the Social Justice Committee has been holding seminars for 

students of our congregational schools and congregational members. This year our 

seminar focussed on Earth, Wind, Fire and Water, with speakers addressing an aspect 

of the title. We were very fortunate to have Andrew Johnson, Executive Director of 

ACOSS, speak to our students about A Fairer Australi; Jonathon Ngor, a young 

Sudanese refugee, speak about his life experiences; and Geraldine Kearney sgs 

introduce the plight of iKiribati and the Torres Strait islanders.  

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Ms Liz Snell has been a member of this Committee for three years and has resigned as 

she leaves her ministry with Caritas.  We will miss Liz for her insightful comments 

and gentle presence.  The connection she gave us with Caritas’ issues and resources 

enhanced our work on the Committee and off. 

This year we have particularly appreciated the trust of the Executive Committee.  We 

felt supported in using the energy of the Committee, the resources of the Research 

Officer and our good will among politicians to particularly concentrate on issues in 

support of the least in our community, in the Pacific and for our earth as we prepared 

for a Federal election.  Having Grace Ellul sm, a member of the Executive 

Committee, on our committee ensures our thinking is in line with that of the 

Conference. 

Our greatest “resource” continues to be Sharon Price.  Her technical skills in 

producing documents, maintaining the web page and distributing material keeps our 

work accessible to all members.  However, it is her constant commitment to our task 

and her friendly accessible manner that ensures our work continues. 

We continue to appreciate the work of each of the Congregation Social Justice 

Coordinators who put the action into many of our suggestions. 

I would also publicly wish to acknowledge the work of all the members of the 

Committee.  It is an extra meeting for each and they come with such enthusiasm and 

expertise to continue the work of Social Justice in the name of CLRI(NSW). 
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Chair 
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